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Because of you...
A Young Man Risks His Life for Another
By volunteering your time and treasure you share in our mission of preparing youth for life. As Ben Groeper
learned, a Scout isn’t always aware of
what they are being prepared for. Last
year Ben risked his life to rescue a
man that fell onto the Blue Line tracks
at Lake Street. As a train approached
bystanders watched in horror from the
platform. Without a second thought, Ben jumped onto the
tracks to hoist the man to safety.

skill in saving or attempting to save life at considerable
risk to self.
We hope you feel as proud as we do about this young
man and that you realize that your support helps us
develop men and women of honor.

On October 5th the Chicago City Council presented Ben
with a resolution to recognize his act of heroism. The
Chicago Area Council has presented Ben with the Honor
Medal—an award given to those members of our Scouting community that demonstrate unusual heroism and

Thanks for your help.

We couldn’t do it without you!

DEDICATION:

The Chicagoland Scouting Community Thanks
Peggy Fossett and Honors Steve Fossett’s Memory
Hundreds of Chicago Area Council supporters came
out on October 22, 2011 to celebrate the dedication of
The Steve Fossett Center for Scouting. The renovation
was designed to serve the unique needs of our Scouting
community. This project could not have been possible
without the generous support of the Peggy and Steve
Fossett Foundation. Their gift has allowed us to create
a space that will support the growth of Scouting for decades to come.
On the day of our celebration there was a feeling that Mr.
Fossett was smiling from above. The day was unseasonably warm making it possible for his friends and family to
join us. We were honored by the presence of Peggy Fossett who was presented with a resolution from the City

of Chicago by Alderman Fioretti. We were glad to see
Peggy smile as she listened to Mr. Fossett’s colleagues
sharing stories about what Scouting meant to him, how it
shaped him as a professional, the tales of his adventures
and his kindness. The program concluded with a ribbon
cutting ceremony and open house.
With 115 world records to his name, The Boy Scouts
of America considers Steve Fossett the most accomplished Scout of our first century. We thank Peggy for
bestowing our council with the privilege of caring for
Mr. Fossett’s Scouting memorabilia. It is on display for
everyone to enjoy at our office. We hope you will stop
by soon to view Mr. Fossett’s Eagle Award and see our
new service center.

EXPLORING:

A New Era of Learning
As we go into 2012 the Exploring program will be growing
thanks to the Peggy and Steve Fossett Career Exploration Initiative. Armed with additional funding from the
foundation, the council has added more personnel to focus on establishing new posts, identifying new mentors
and supporting the professional development of Chicagoland’s youth.
The hands-on lessons learned through this program put
young people in an environment where they are taught
the trade through an industry expert. The experience
gained by this program helps youth decide what they
want to do when they grow up.

In Chicago, posts exist in the police department, Homeland Security and in the legal field. Youth get to accompany officers on ride-alongs, analyze mock trials or spend
the day with customs officers.
In 2012 we are looking forward to growing the program
into new industries, giving youth additional fields to explore. We thank the Peggy and Steve Fossett Foundation
for helping us expand this program.

OWASIPPE:

100 Years of Fun and Counting
It was a great year for camping! Owasippe saw a 30%
growth in camp attendance and day-camp numbers were
up as well. This is an important achievement since we
know that the number one reason that Scouts stay in the
program is to participate in camp. The longer Scouts stay
in the program the more time they have to learn the values and skills that prepare them for a positive life.
Every year the council sponsors camperships for underprivileged Scouts. We were proud to assist in sending
400 Scouts to camp in 2011. In order to help us continue

this assistance to Chicagoland youth and their families
we have started the “Send a Scout to Camp” campaign.
For a gift of $265 a campership can be made available to
a deserving Scout.
As we go into Owasippe’s second century of serving
our Scouting community we hope to keep improving
the camping experience. This means that we will be
taking a look at repairs that need to be made. We have
another 100 years of memories to make! Our Scouts
need your support.

Eagle Patrol…Membership has its Privileges
In 2012 we are inaugurating a new way to honor the gifts
we receive from our community. It is our pleasure to announce the launch of the Eagle Patrol.
In addition to receiving a patrol patch, individuals giving a
$1,000 gift or more will be invited to attend a VIP reception. The event will be a great opportunity to meet other
Scout-minded folks just like you, but most importantly we
get to thank you in person for your generosity.

Owasippe and Scouting programs in general are made
possible because of your kindness. It is our hope that
you will enjoy the ScoutLook stories that you have made
possible and that you will join us at the next reception by
becoming a member of the Eagle Patrol!

2012 Construction & Metals Industry Dinner Events
More than 40 years ago some supporters from these industries started a small lunch event to support Scouting
programs for Chicago area youth and families. Today,
these events have grown to be amongst the largest gatherings of these industries with more than 1,350 attending
each evening, and annually raising more than 1.1 million
dollars for the Chicago Area Council operations.
We are proud of the 50 volunteers that diligently work
to raise funds for Scouting! Scott Murnick, Regional Director of Construction for Clayco, Inc. is serving as the
chairman of our Construction event scheduled for May
9th at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. Michael Meyers, General Manager of United States Steel Corp. is serving as
chairman of our Metals event scheduled for May 10th at
the same venue.

Additional event information can be found at http://events.
chicagobsa.org or by contacting Chicago Area Council
Chief Development Officer Kevin Wilson at kevin.wilson@scouting.org or (312) 421-8800 ext. 231.

May 9, 2012
May 10, 2012
Hyatt Regency Chicago
151 East Wacker Drive,
Chicago, Illinois 60601

MAY 10, 2012
Hyatt Regency Chicago
151 East Wacker Drive,
Chicago, Illinois 60601

5:30 P.M. Eagle Reception
6:00 P.M. General Reception

6:00 p.m. Reception
7:30 p.m. Dinner
& Entertainment

7:00 P.M. Dinner & Entertainment
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